Forbidden City Benchmark


Subject: English

Benchmark: Forbidden City 

Standards:  E1c, E2a, E2b, E2c, E2e, E2f, E3b, E3c, E3d, E4a, E4b, E5a, E5b, E7b, 1A, 1B, 2a, 2b, 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b 

TOPIC:  Chinese Literature 

MAJOR IDEA: Eastern philosophy and outlook, while seen as exotic, is a link to understanding universal similarities and differences.  Studying distant civilizations assists in the understanding of various cultures today.    

SUGGESTED AIMS: 

· What are the profound differences between the Eastern and Western schools of thought concerning religion, philosophy, and art?

· What is the historical context of slavery in other cultures?

· How do we come to understand thoughts and emotions of people from other cultures and time periods?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:   

· Photos of the Forbidden City (included in the benchmark binder)
· Drawings of the floor plan of the Forbidden City
· The Joy Luck Club.  Directed by Wayne Wang.  Distributed by Buena Vista Pictures.  1993

· The Last Emperor.  Directed by Bernardo Bertucci.  Distributed by Artisan Entertainment.  1987

· Empire of the Sun.  Directed by Steven Spielberg.  Distributed by Warner Brothers.  1987

· Anna and the King of Siam.  Directed by Walter Lang.  Distributed by 20th Century Fox.  1956

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES: 

· Read and discuss The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck..  Focus on cultural, historical, and economic issues.  

· Write a reflective essay as one of the wives, main character, or sons on how life changed when they came into money. 

· While watching the films The Last Emperor and Empire of the Sun, note how the opulence and majesty of the time period compares to reality.  Analyze the effectiveness and rationale of artistic license.  

· Locate and read a newspaper or magazine article about modern day China’s view of the United States.  Write a reflective essay on the journalistic slant towards China or their view of us.  

· Compare and contrast the history of the Forbidden City with its comparative structures in England.  What do the planning, scale, harmony and majesty tell us about each culture?

· Research Feng Shui.  With your class, produce a functional document describing how one would analyze and adjust a structure based on these principles.  Locate and present current articles on the subject.    

· Research Christian cathedrals built at the same time as the Forbidden City.  Compare and contrast the Christian practice of building high and the Chinese practice of building wide.  Create an ongoing glossary of architectural terms (truss, buttress, modular beam frame) relative to these structures.  

· Create a chart comparing and contrasting the way that different buildings you have studied so far interact with their environments.  Research modern architects (Frank Lloyd Wright) and how their work reacts to nature.  

· Design a building that incorporates elements of the environment.  Write your description of the building and its surroundings.  Be sure to include metaphor and simile. 

· Research the symbolism of color.  How was it used in decorating buildings?  Describe rooms/buildings that convey a certain idea using color.  Include a key of the colors you used.  (e.g. blue=tranquility)  Compare the different meanings associated with color in different cultures.  (e.g. in western countries white is for weddings, in China it is for funerals.) 

· In a group, write a short play that takes place in the Forbidden City.  Showcase characters who depict the different roles that the Forbidden City’s citizens would have played.  Present the play in front of the class.  

· Present a debate where opposing teams are leaders in past societies that used slavery.    Talk about the pros and cons of your system versus the other person’s system.  Have one team representing China and another the United States.

· Watch the movie The Last Emperor.  Write a report about the meeting of the traditional Chinese world with changing, modern times.  

· Study the history of the Chinese in America.  Where and when did Chinese immigrants settle in America?  How were the Chinese important in contributing to American progress?  Present your findings.

· Write a letter in the style of Li Po to a cousin in another part of China.  

· Read The Joy Luck Club.  Write a contemporary journal entry as the main character in The Joy Luck Club complaining about how her mother wants her to keep the old ways.  

· As the mother, write a reflective essay complaining about her daughter’s Westernized ways. 

· Read the selection about Marco Polo from the supplemental readings.  With a partner, research and report back to class the biographies of Khubilai Khan and Marco Polo.

· Based on the supplemental reading entitled “Barbarians”, draw a blueprint of Khan’s residence.  Be sure to include a scale indicating the four mile radius.  

· Read Anna and the King of Siam, noting the historical accuracy of the story.

· Read “The Fate of the Last Ming Emperor” from the supplemental readings.  Think of someone from current events who you think should honorably commit suicide.  Who would you pick and why?  Write an essay explaining your choice backed by quotes or paraphrases.  Give proper citations.  

· Write a journal entry describing what type of men would’ve been in the entourage of the emperor.  Who would you have been in the entourage?  

· Listen to your teacher reading the supplemental passage “A Banquet at the Imperial Court” (letter dated 8 October 1727).  You may take notes as your teacher reads the passage twice.  Then answer the following questions:

1. What was Gaubil’s religious position?

2. Gaubil lived between 1689-1759.  What was happening in the U.S. during these years?

3. How were the twenty guests seated at tables?  The emperor?

4. Why was it an extraordinary honor to be invited to drink at the same time as the emperor?

5. The prince was upset that the Europeans didn’t seem to respect their dead ancestors.  How did the priest handle this accusation?

6. His Majesty was curious about the conjunction of the planets.  What do we call this determination and how it affects daily life?

7. Compare the order of a served meal here with either the European or American way.  

RESOURCES:

· The Joy Luck Club.  Directed by Wayne Wang.  Distributed by Buena Vista Pictures.  1993

· The Last Emperor.  Directed by Bernardo Bertucci.  Distributed by Artisan Entertainment.  1987

· Empire of the Sun.  Directed by Steven Spielberg.  Distributed by Warner Brothers.  1987

· Anna and the King of Siam.  Directed by Walter Lang.  Distributed by 20th Century Fox.  1956

· The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck.  Washington Square Press, New York 1994.

HOMEWORK:

· Study maps of American cities, European cities, and the Forbidden City.  Compare and contrast planned and unplanned cities.  Do you live in a planned or unplanned city?

· Read articles about the Boxer Rebellion from an American, Chinese, and British perspective.  Compare and contrast how a journalist may spin a story.
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